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Arts Education is systemically relevant.
Arts Education is the basis for a productive democracy.
It opens dialogue and promotes understanding for other

opinions and peaceful coexistence.

Arts Education strengthens self-confidence and confidence

in the future, and in shaping the future together.

Arts Education promotes a lifelong desire to learn.

Arts Education promotes competences relevant to the future.

Arts Education protects quality of life, health and well-being.

Arts Education contributes to understanding between

different cultures.

Arts Education is the basis for a humane digitalization.

Arts Education is the basis of a socially responsible economy.

Arts Education helps us to master global challenges.
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Arts Education aims to uncover the actual,
individual potentials of human beings
beyond educational level and cultural

background.

Like Academic Education, Arts Education
is oriented towards social goals. As a
holistic education, it aims to create the
basis for freedom and responsibility and
to empower individuals and society to
live in independence and community.

It has its roots in the arts, crafts and

Whal'_ do we mean nature. From this basis, it generates

by Arts Education? living ideas for shaping one’s own life,
one’s community and society. Through its

forms of expression, Arts Education can

be understood and experienced by all of

humanity and across all languages.

s Education for a Human Development of Society 1.0




This is what we stand for!

Arts Education is systemically relevant.

Arts Education is not a hobby, not a ,nice to have"!

It promotes essential, urgent, vital developments and skills.
As cultural nations, a large part of our economic performance
lies in education. Education is the lifeblood of society. Do we

appreciate this, and can we make it more fruitful together?

Arts Education is the basis fFor a productive
democracy. It opens dialogue and promotes

understanding For other opinions and peaceful
coexistence.

The rifts between hardened viewpoints and opinions prevent
mutual understanding and inclusion. Arts Education, on the
other hand, creates encounters beyond opinion and world-
view. Instead of focusing on intellectual truths, it focuses on
individual processes of experience and change. In the artistic
process, people learn that while clear points of view are im-
portant, they are also flexible. This enables them to change
their perspective. Through sensory experience, they can put
themselves in other people’s shoes and enter into conversation
with others. Arts Education thus promotes the acceptance of

otherness and an attitude of openness.

Manifesto of Arts Education for a Human Development of Society 1.0




10

Arts Education strengthens self-confidence and
confidence in the Future and in shaping the future
together.

Fear of the future disrupts development. It is particularly fa-
talin adolescents. It cannot be conquered by abstract ideas,
but by inner strength. Emotional competence, however, is not
trained at school. The degree to which young people can mus-
ter courage to face challenges and deal with their emotional
abysses, affects their sense of agency. Their own creative pow-
er grows out of this. Arts Education promotes this. It does not
focus on deficits but strengthens identity and creative abilities

in all areas of life.

Arts Education promotes a lifelong desire to learn.

Arts Education is not performance oriented. It addresses each
person in their individual being and specific biography. Those
who discover their own value can develop, connect, and disco-
ver new things. By enabling this, Arts Education nurtures open-
ness to new experiences and learning new skills. In this way, it
also counteracts isolation and segregation in society and thus

creates the basis for educational justice.
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Arts Education promotes competences relevant to
the future.

In order to find their way in a highly complex and sometimes
threatening present and also to shape it together, people need
certain skills - for example , future skills": personal agency,
social competence, competence to act, agility and creativity.
Future skills are promoted through Arts Education. Thanks to
it, people can courageously and joyfully begin to discover their

potential instead of powerlessly staring at a threatening future.

Arts Education protects quality of life, health, and
well-being.

Our culture determines our quality of life, our health, and our
well-being, more than our material wealth. Physical and men-
talillnesses are steadily increasing. Arts Education is a holistic
education. It strengthens and educates people, especially in
the emotional sphere. This is crucial for our physical and men-
tal health.
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Arts Education contributes to understanding
between different cultures.

Arts Education is cross-cultural. Despite all the differences bet-
ween cultures, it is based on humanity itself. A song, a smile, a
flower connects all people worldwide. In the common creative
act, participation comes about almost as a matter of course.
Arts Education thus promotes intercultural competence and

enables genuine participation and involvement.

Arts Education is the basis fFor a humane
digitalization.

Technological development with its increasing dynamics cre-
ates new realities in social interaction. Arts Education brings
people into contact with their original human qualities. This is
a prerequisite for sovereignty in the digital world. By teaching
physical forms of expression, Arts Education maintains a stable
connection between people and the physical world. In this way,
we provide this development with a vigorous, inspired, and

joyFul culture.

Manifesto of Arts Education for a Human Development of Society 1.0

Arts Education is the basis fFor a socially responsible
economy.

Arts Education creates the basis for consumers’ understanding
of sustainable economic activity. In a responsible society, this
can lead to an economy that is close to life and beneficial to

people and nature.

Arts Education helps to master global challenges.

Meanwhile, it is no longer enough to understand the world. It is
necessary to shape it. But to feel responsible in the world, peo-
ple need a positive relationship to all other people and to soci-
al developments. To really change something and not get stuck
in abstract ideas, you need imagination and in-depth experien-
ce. Arts Education creates this. It makes scientific knowledge
tangible in a sensory way. In this way, people can recognize and
transform necessities instead of only understanding them cog-
nitively. This awakens the longing for justice, sustainability, and
a society worth living in. Arts Education uncovers creative po-
tential. For those who experience themselves as effective also

accept the world as a whole.

Manifesto of Arts Education for a Human Development of Society 1.0
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What do we want?

We wish to change the education system.

Our path to achieve this will be forged together with current

collaborators.

We will do this in a network to mobilize other allies and create a
lobby. Our action is aimed at a broad group of cultural education
actors. However, the circle of actors should expand to include
people who are passionate about this issue. We want to reach
out beyond Arts Education circles to everyone with an interest,

and thereby create connections.

We address our possible allies with a clear positioning. We
formulate our theses as sender-oriented demands. They are
based on our understanding of the problem and our orientation
towards solutions.

We want to mobilize funds for a common vision.

Manifesto of Arts Education for a Human Development of Society 1.0

06

07

08

09

10

We first address convinced supporters and believe that in the
long term we can also win over ,blind"” decision-makers as

supporters.

We want to initiate an international network. To do this, we will
first activate our immediate environment and take local specifics

into account.

We want to invite other movements to our cause and formulate

concerns we can all stand behind.

On an agile and efficient level, we will start guerrilla-like art
actions to attract attention and initiate the conversation. As a
community we want to recognize what is necessary and then

develop this together.

We want to go viral with our cause, create momentum and

achieve excitement and attention.

Manifesto of Arts Education for a Human Development of Society 1.0 15



The , Arts Education Manifesto for a
Human Development of Society” is born
of the conviction that there is an urgent
need to intensify the social dialogue

on Arts Education and its contribution

to a human development of society. It
must be possible to create and expand a
network of allies with determination and

on a broad basis.

The ,Manifesto of Arts Education for a
Human Development of Society” may be
published in its entirety or in excerpts.
Likewise, supplementary sections,

identified as such, are permitted, which

result in a particular benefit for the

respective organization/institution.

If used as a whole or in extracts, please
cite as source: ,Manifesto of Arts
Education for a Human Development

of Society”.

Manifesto of Arts Education Ffor a Human Development

Why another manifesto?
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Who are we?

We are an association of initiatives, companies and projects of
cultural education from Switzerland and Germany, which are
especially active in youth work. We found each other through
the internationally active Swiss DROSOS STIFTUNG, which sup-
ports disadvantaged young people in developing their potential.

their potential.

Authors and their initiatives

Hans Ulrich Ender

180°Grad - Verein fir Kunst im Leben e.V. / Witten, Germany / www.180gradkunstimleben.de

Petra Fischer
BEST Biindner Schultheater / Theater Chur, Switzerland / www.best.theaterchur.ch

Christoff Gabler

Verbund Offener Werkstatten e.V. / Germany / www.offene-werkstaetten.org

Marcell Heinrich
Hero Society / Germany / www.hero-society.de

Katrin Sauter
BEST Biindner Schultheater / Theater Chur, Switzerland / www.best.theaterchur.ch

Michael Schneider

Zuhoren Schweiz / Switzerland / www.zuhoeren-schweiz.ch

Franziska Wagner
Projektfabrik GmbH / Witten, Germany / www.projektfabrik.com
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Interested and allied organizations

Ann Kathrin Cooper
igKultur Ost / Switzerland / www.ig-kultur-ost.ch

Pamela Dirr
Kulturkosmonauten / St. Gallen, Switzerland / www.kulturkosmonauten.ch

Samuel Gilgen
Freelancer / Chur, Switzerland / www.linkedin.com/in/samuel-gilgen

Marco Mdller
Hitproducer — mobiles Tonstudio / Switzerland / www.hitproducer.ch

Kerstin Reibold
Groninger Bad / Germany / https://www.groeningerbad.de

Sonja Roth

Hitproducer — mobiles Tonstudio / Switzerland / www.hitproducer.ch

Susann Seifert
Erlebe was geht gGmbH / Farbkiiche, Germany / www.farbkueche.org

Juanita Schlapfer

ETH Zirich — CreativeLabZ / Switzerland / www.creativelabz.ch

Nora Scholz
Oderbruch Museum Altranft / Germany / www.oderbruchmuseum.de

Friedemann Uhl

Anthroposophische Gesellschaft in Deutschland (AGiD) — Projekt Campus Bildung /
Germany /www.campusbildung.de

Do you or your organization also support this cause?

Contact us at manifest@theaterchur.ch

Manifesto of Arts Education for a Human Development of Society 1.0
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Rights of use

Licence

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons CC BY-ND 4.0 international
licence (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/4.0/).

oJole

BY ND

You may:

Share - reproduce and redistribute the material in any format or medium for any
purpose, even commercially.

Under the following conditions:

Attribution - You must give appropriate credit, provide a link to the license,

and indicate if changes were made. You may do so in any reasonable manner, but
not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use.

No Derivatives - If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you may not
distribute the modified material. Exception: Form of gendering may be adapted to
the needs of the organisation/institution.

No additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological
measuresthat legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits.
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Freiraum zum Selbermachen

This Manifesto was developed within the framework of the funding programme ,,ZIP — Access,
Inclusion and Participation in Arts Education” of the DROSOS STIFTUNG.
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